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Histochemical Study of Polysaccharides and Lipids on the
Developing Anthers of Camellia oleifera Abel
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Abstract  The distribution of polysaccharides and lipids during the anther development of the Camellia oleif-
era Abel displayed some characters: (1) A few lipids were accumulated in microspore mother cells, which had formed
a callose wall, and no lipids appeared in other cells of the anther wall; (2) At early microspore stage, some lipids and
polysaccharides were displayed in the epidermis cells, and there were no evident changes of nutrition material in other
cells of the anther wall; (3) At late microspore stage, some polysaccharides appeared in the microspores, and tapetal
cells began to degenerate; (4) After microspore division, with the big vacuole of vegetative cell disappearing, lipids
appeared in the pollen, and the tapetal cells of anther wall completely degenerated and its cell content was transformed
to some big lipids for pollen absorbing at this time; (5) The mature pollen grains of Camellia oleifera accumulated
many lipids and a few of polysaccharides in its vegetative cell as stored materials.
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A: transverse section of anther of Camellia oleifera Abel at the stage of microspore mother cell (MMC) showing callose wall of MMC stained red, and a
few lipids in epidermal cell; B: after MMCs meiosis and formed tetrad, a few lipids appeared in microspore (M), and also in tapetal cells (T); C: in anthers
during early microspore stage, a few lipids appeared in the cells middle layer (ML) and a few lipids and starches in epidermal cells. Very few lipids and
starches were in early microspore; D: some small vacuoles appeared in microspores. The lipids in epidermal cells increased. No change occurred in other
anther wall cells; E: in anthers of late microspore, microspore formed a large vacuole. Some starches appeared in microspore (M). The cells of endothecium
enlarged to radial direction and tapetal (T) cells degenerated; F: the large vacuole in bicellular pollen dismissed. Some lipids appeared in its cytoplasm
besides starches. Radial wall of endothecium cells began to thick. Tapetal cells degenerated totally and their content transformed to large lipid; G: in
bicellular pollen grains, the nuclus of vegetative cell and generative cell were stained red, and many lipids distributed in their cytoplasm; H: more lipids
and lesser starches were accumulated in nearly mature pollen. Anther wall consisted of epiderm, endothecium and a middle layer cells. Ep: epidemis; En:

endothecium; ML: middle layer; T: tapetum; MMC: microspore mother cell; M: microspore; GC: generative cell; VN: vegetative cell nuclus.

1
Fig.1 Distribution of polysaccharides and lipids in the developing anthers of Camellia oleifera Abel
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